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TO THE. 


Right Rex. he Lord Biſhop of cheler 


My LORD, 


YOUR. Lordſhip vlog a known patron. 
and able defender of the Chriſtian re- 
* "ligion, [ may, without apology, take the li- 

berty to preſent the following tract to your 

Notice. It was written by the late Doctor 

Alcock, my brother; and I think the publi- 

cation of it (which he himſelf intended) 
may do ſome good. When clergymen write 
in favour of Chriſtianity, their enemies are 
apt to fay, they write only in the way oe 
7 their trade, and that they are intereſted and 
| partial advocates. A layman's thoughts are 
free from this objection, and his religious 
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| compoſitions may be ſuppoſed to proceed 
from conviction and a love of truth. The 
treatiſe is in the Doctor's own hand writing. . 
1 have prefixed an Introduction, and made 


- 


* 1 


ſome ſmall * additions. 1 98 
1 am, My Lokp, 
1 With great A | 
Your Lordſhip's moſt humble ſervant, 
| Po, ' THOMAS ALCOCK, 
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\ ExTRACT FROM A mad FROM Doc- 
Tor Al cock To 19 BROTHER, THE 
Rev. Mx. Tuo his Ar cock, DATED 


AT Oxronb. 


x a HAVE laly * in the chapter, 


On the Effets. of Warm Air, a full 
« ſheet, to account for the ſudden riſe and 


264 * prodigious progreſs of the Mahometan 
; empire and religion from the nature of 
308 the climate, the character of the Arabians 
and neighbouring nations reſulting from 


4 * the climate, the particular circumſtances 
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"RISE or MAH OMET. 


OME part of Arabia was poſſeſſed 9 
F after the Flood, by Cuſh, the ſon of 
: Ham, and grandſon of Noah ; and ſome part 
afterwards by Joktan, the ſon of Eber, who 
was great grandſon of Sem. The children 


of Joktan formed thirteen tribes ; and theſe I 


+ deſcendants of Ham and Shem may be called ” 
the Aborigines of the country. 


Ihe. the ſon of Abraham, by Nagl, 

being driven out from his father's houſe, by 
the jealouſy and inſtigations of Sarah, retired 
into this country, where he begat twelve 
ſons, who became the heads of twelve prin- 


1 tribes, or cantons, in Arabia; and Mi- 
B dian, 


. 


nr —— — I n 


"War? art N ſon of an, by Ketu- 

rah, alſo ſeated himſelf 1 in Arabia Petra, on 

the borders of the Red Sea, where he built 
the city of Midian, and where Jethro, a wiſe 

and religious man, the father-in-law of Mo- 

e, became: prieſt and prince. The Midian- 

ites and Iſhmaelites being defcended from a 

common ſtock, ſeem to have aſſociated to- 

| gether as one people; for the Midianites are 
called Iſhmaelites in the xxxvilith chap. of 

_ Geneſis. The deſcendants of Hagar, the 
Hagarenes, were a branch of the ſame ſtock. 

| | Thele people traded through Paleſtine; to 

Gilead, in Syria; and carried back the com- 

modities of thoſe countries into Egypt and 

Arabia.“ They alſo traded in men, voor 

Ne, in the aue: trade, and bought Joſepr 

of his brethren, and ſold him to en ( 

in „„ bas melt bo wonbhegets 


A part of Atgbia, Il 2 is the fouth-eath 
of Canaan, was rendered Ethiopia by the 
© Septuagint, and called Oriental Ethiopia, ta 
diſtinguiſh it from Ethiopia in Africa, to- 

Wards the ſource of the Nile, ang border+ 
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Gehe min. 


ing 
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th on Abyſligks: - NTT the wife of , 
3 Moſes, a daughter of the prieſt of Midian, | 
is ſaid in the xiith chap. of Numbers, to be 
an Ethiopian woman. Candace, mentioned 
in the viiith chap. of Acts, was a queen, or 
princeſs of this eaſtern Ethiopia. The Ethi- 
opians and Egyptians are ſpoken of as neigh- £ 
Gig I,” in the xxth of _ W 


The Albit, nen thoſe that in⸗ 


habited Arabia Petræa and Deſerta, lived ; 


a ſcenite, or paſtoral life, dwelling in tents, 
and ſhifting their habitations as paſturage | 


and change of ſeaſons required. The tents 


of Kedar, a ſon of Iſhmael, are mentioned 


in Pſalm cxx. as the tents of plunder and 


oppreſſion, They led a predatory life, and 
made free with the property of travellers 
that paſſed through their country, and ſome- 
times robbed one another. Uz, the land of 
| | Job, is juſtly ſuppoſed to have been ſituated 
on the ſouth-eaſt part of Arabia Deſerta ; for 
the Sabeans of Arabia Felix, from the ſouth, 
Fell upon his oxen, as they were Ploug hing, and 
on the aſſes, and took them away, and flew 
the ſervants that oppoſed them. Job. i.— 
And ſoon after, the Chaldeans, from the 
NF 2 norths 
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amen, in 3 8 W am "os. of 35 | 


and likewiſe killed the ene that wan. 8 


The A are 1 to Fa Jeſcended gf 


from Seba, or Sheba, the grandſon of Abra- | |, 
| ham, by Keturah, For Abraham gave gifts 

unto all the ſons of his concubines, and ſent 

them away from Iſaac, eaſtward; from 


Beerſheba unto the eaſt country.“ Some 


think that the Sabeans ſprung from * the 1 
: eldeſt ſon of Cuſh. + 


4 GY twelve 10 of Iſhmael, _ hike 


© offspring, in time diſperſed themſelves over 
a great part of Arabia, and formed the twelve 
principal tribes, or cantons, of that coun- 
try. The Arabians, or Iſhmaelites have al- 

ways had the character of being addicted to 


pillaging and robbing, and they juſtify it by 


ſaying, that Abraham gave their father, 7 
Iſhmael, no fortune, and therefore they muſt 


* Geneſis XXV. | + Geneſis Xo 


_ Hake what they can catch.“ And conforma- 
| bly to this idea, the Arabians, or ſome part 
of them were afterwards called Saracens, 
which certainly comes from the Hebrew or ' 
Arabic Sarci, a thief; in the plural Sarcen, _ 
—AA·ĩ ĩͤ vr 1 


The Arabians had not much agriculture, 
at leaſt not in the deſert provinces; but they  ' 
had, eſpecially thoſe of Arabia Felix, great 
herds of cattle, and a conſiderable trade in 
ſpices, ſugar, gold, and precious ſtones. 

This appears from the complaint which the 
Lord makes to the Iſraelites, Jerem. vi. 70 

chat purpoſe cometh to me frankincenſe ſrom 

Sheba, or Saba, a province of Arabia Felix, and 

the ſweet cane, the ſugar cane from a far coun- 

try? And in the xxviiith chap. of Ezekiel it is 
faid unto the great trading city, Tyre; Ara- 


Hence ſome derive Arab from the Hebrew am, 

ane, to lie in wait, to rob, according to that expreſſion 

in Jeremiah iii. 2. In the ways haſt thou ſat for them, as 
ile Arabian in the wilderneſs. Tanquam latro inſidians 
in ſolitudine—as a thief lying in wait in the deſert, ac- 

_ cording to the Vulgate. Others derive Arabia from nam 
Haſabak, with a Hajip, ſignifying a wild plain, or de- 
RS £45 ge Ef 1 
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lis all the Priaces. oY Kiddaj,* . 
mitb thee in lambs, and rams, aud goats, 
And the merchants of Sheba traded in thy © 
Fairs, with chief of all ſpices, and with pro. 
cious' flones, and with gold. So in Pialm. 
xxii. Unto him ſhall be given of the gold of. 
Arabia, or Sheba. The concrete: juice, or 
reſin, called thus, frankincenſe, was parti- = 
cularly the produce of a tree of Sabea, by 
where there were e Ou of it. ; 


# 


. wan, mittit molles ſua Thura Sabel. 224 
N S 3k 5 


. 
4 
v 
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| Perfumes are much OY in warm 1 
mates, and warm climates are moſt pro- 
ductive of them; and in them they are moſt 

7 required. They correct the noxious fumes 
of a copious perſpiration, refreſh the ani- 
mal ſpirits, which are here ſoon exhauſted, 
and prevent a putreſcent ſtate of the blood 

and juices, to which, in hot countries, the 


* 3 was che ſecond ſon of thine, Gem, XKVs 
And the Kedarenes, his deſcendants, were ſettled in the 
ſouth-eaſt part of Arabia Deſerta, They lived an erra- 
tic life, and dwelt in tents. See Pſalm = © WO 
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Fe us the Lord was to | have his part 10 every 


ching that was good or agreeable to man, in- 
cenſe was introduced into religious offerings 
for a ſweet-ſmelling favour, and to correct 

5 the 1 foetor of the e victims. 


| Arabia/i is well guarded from cov, 15 
a ridge of high mountains, and ſandy bar- 
ren deſerts, to the north, and to the north- - 
eaſt; by the river Euphrates and gulph of 
Baſſora to the eaſt ; by the Indian Ocean to 
the ſouth; and by the Red Sea to the weſt, 
Invafions and attacks by ſhips of war were 
unknown in thoſe early days; and no land 
army could find ſubſiſtence in that dreary 
waſte. Beſides that, the country on its fron- 
tiers preſented nothing i inviting to invaders to 
make an attack: ſo that amidſt the various 
conqueſts and revolutions of moſt other coun- 
tries, this has remained nearly the ſame, un- 
changed, unconquered ; its manners and 
modes of living little altered from what they 
were in the mk diſtant ages. The Queen 
of Sheba came from Arabia, the happy, to 
viſit King Solomon; and ſhe preſented to 
: 5 50 1 of the . of the country, 
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gold, ſpices, and precious ſtones.* The 
wiſe, men who came from the eaſt, to pay _ 
5 homage, to the child "Jeſus,+ came from this. 


country, called =p rs Arets Kedem, the 
land of the eaſt,” which lieth to the eaſt and 


the ſouth-eaſt of Jeruſalem; and they brought . | 


to him an offering of the treaſures of Ara- 


bia, gold, and frankincenſe, and myrrh. - 


There were Arabians of the Jewith religion, 


"mt Jeruſalem, who came to worſhip at the 0 5 
temple, on the day of Pentecoſt, and heard 


the. apoſtles. ſpeaking in the Arabic lan- 


guage. the wonderful. works. of Gad. * ; 
Saint Paul, after his converſion, | travelled 
directly ſouth from Damaſcus, and retired - 


into Arabia, and opened here the doctrine of 


Chriſt, before he viſited the apoſtles at Je- _ 


wſalem, or appeared on the public theatre 
a8 a preacher to the Gentiles. Several of the 


tribes profeſſed Chriſtianity in the ſecond 
b and third centuries; and Jews and Chriſ- 
tians occupied a conſiderable part of the 
country down to the time of Mum, or 


 Mahammed. 1 


; ® T: "Kings, 15 _ + Matt. „ AQs = 1. 
1 Mahomet 8 ten or hudable. foal 
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This 5 


deg 


a 
Thie Waben man was anz | evo 
doo forme authors, at Vathreb, a town not far 
ſttom Medina; but more probably, according | 
to others, at Mecca, on the th of May, A. D. 


a 579. His father Achill followed the Pa- 
” gan rites: his mother Amina was ſtrictly 
Ie Jewiſh. Mahomet, their only ſon, was a 
poſthumous. birth, and loft his 0" too, 
When he was only two years old, whereby 
his education fell chiefly to the care and di- 
rektion of an uncle. Nothing remarkable 
Happened at his birth, that by the ſuperſti- 
tious might be interpreted as an omen of his 
future greatneſs. He was deſcended from 
one of the chief of the Arabian tribes, and 
from the firſt family, the houſe of Haſken, 
in that tribe. His fortune was ſmall, only a 
few camels, and a female ſlave, His edu- 
cation was that of the common ſort, only 
ſuch as might fit him for the ordinary duties 
of that country. The uncle, either not liking 
Mahomet, or not willing to be at the ex- 


7 * Abdallah was the A fecal 14 from 
. Koreiſh, head of one of the principal tribes ; and Ko- 


reliſh was the nineteenth lineal deſcendant from Ith- 
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pence: = ene ki ee fold Kin. at ; 
the age of ſixteen years, to ſome trading 8 
| Uhmadlites; who ſold him again in open 


„ 


ing his quick genius, and a capacity for bu- 


* 


ſineſs, he ſoon advanced him to higher em- 2 


ployment, and made him his agent or fac. 
tor in trade, and ſent him with loaded ca- 
mels of rich merchandize into Syria, Perſia, 


Egypt, and other places. In this buſineſs 5 


Mahomet acquitted himſelf with ſo much 
judgment and fidelity, that he greatly in- | 
creaſed his maſter” 8 ſubſtance, and gained f 
much eſteem and reputation to himſelf. On 
the, death of Abdalmutaliſt, Mahomet, by 

the comelineſs of his perſon, an engaging 2 ad- 
dreſs, and by the brightneſs of his parts, 
and perfect {kill in his maſter's buſineſs, fo L 
far infinuated himſelf into the fayour of his 

miſtreſs, Cadijah, that ſhe made him her : 


huſband ; whereby he became poſſeſſed of : 
all his gd J al 


In 2 ends” as A merchant, Mahomet, . 
with a diſcerning ce, bad obſerved the ſtate 


f and | 
"a . 4 A 1 = 
a» / % J . 


market, to Abdalmutaliſt, A rich merchant 9 
A Mecca, His maſter at firſt employed him . 
in drudgery and ſervile offices but obſer - 
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ie and Eiben of the ſeveral countries 5 eh 5 
1 viſited. From Perſia he had Nothing to 


fear. It not only lies at a great diſtance, but 


the intervening mountains and barren deſerts 
rendered the march and ſubſiſtence of an 
army from that quarter impracticable. Be- 


ſides that, Choſroes II. then King of Per. 


ſia, was conſtantly engaged in war with He- 


raclius, Emperor of the Greeks, ſometimes 


gaining and ſometimes loſing battles and pro- 
vinces, particularly Syria and Paleſtine, and $15 


therefore could have no power or inclination 


to intermeddle with Arabia. Herachius of 
1 courſe was equally engaged on his part, and 
Could hardly ſupport his own tottering em- 
pire: and Egypt, then a province to it, was 
ſunk i in luxury and effeminacy, wavering in 
her allegiance, diflatisfied with her ſubjection 
to a foreign power, and ready to join any 
leader that x-ould hold out to 885 "wy 9 | 


of deliverance. 


| The religion of the / Argkings at this time 
vas Paganiſm, intermixed with Judaiſm and 


© Chriſtianity: but Chriſtianity contaminated 


with ſuperſtition and fanaticiſm, and ſplit 


into various ſects and parties. I he Neſto ; 


CS: rian 


. 180 bed. which would not Mer the Vii 


Mary to be any longer called the mother of 
God, but the'mother of Chriſt, and which 


therefore ſeems to have been charged with 
Arianiſm, by their enemies, the Eutychians, 


18 


10 


prevailed chiefly at this time in Arabia and 


Perſia, and ſeveral other countries; and the 
two Metropolitan Biſhops of Conſtantinople 
and Rome were violently contending for ſu- 
premacy, and who en o FRY 225 
een pontiff,” 


This ſtate of Kites: Mins and led, 


bebte to the mind of the acute and ambi- 
tious Mahomet, now {ct at eaſe from the 
engagements of trade and bufineſs, by the 
acquiſition of his maſter's patrimony, a fa- 
vourable opportunity of putting in execution 
the vaſt deſigns which he had for ſome time 
meditated, of | eftabliſhing a new govern- 


ment, and a new religion among the Ara- 


bians, his countrymen. He called in the aid 
of religion, as neceſſary to carry on his poli- 
tical views; and, like Numa, and many 
other law-givers, to make his religious ant 
legiſlative inſtitutions more fecure and re- 
: OOO he a to have a divine 


commu- . 


Þ : , * os 8 % | * * 
175 
0 ; : 


| communication, and! to | bold cv with 
the angel Gabriel. And enthuſiaſm probably. 
worked him up, ſo as to think he really had 


ab a divine communication, or ee 
5 8 a e Monk, at thi time 
| had fled to Arabia, from the perſecutions of 
that ſect in Syria, and aſſiſted Mahomet in 
forming a motley religion that ſhould em- 
brace all parties, Pagans, Jews, and Chriſ- 
tians; and ſhould adopt the excellencies, 
and reject the errors of all three, His grand 
Principle that he ſet out with, was true, that 
| there is but one God; and probably he was 
very ſincere in his attempt to eſtabliſh this 
principle, and to throw down idolatry. 
+ which then fo much prevailed. This true 
ö principle, ſo agreeable to human reaſon, 
_ eaſily gained admittance with the wiſe and 
3 conſiderate, and became a proper baſis for ; 
the erection of his religiow ſuperſtructure. 


In bis fortieth year he e himſelf 
2 prophet of God, and gave out his ſymbo- 
| lum, or the grand article of his creed, there 


1. but one . In ſome time he ventured 
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and comprehenſion « of this famous impoſtor, 
Mahomet, in laying the foundations of that 


mighty empire and extenſi ve religion which 


. heeftabliſhed. This extraordinary man per- 
fectiy underſtood the nature of the Arabian 


climate, the genius of the people, and the 


circumſtances of the times, and conformably 
to theſe principles planned with great pe- 
netration and judgment both his vil = 
be an Aer 5 | 


4, OS 


be W are a hind, Aire; Pine 


Fecht of good parts, warm paſſions, quick 5s 
ſenſibility of conſtitution, much addicted to 
ſenſual pleaſure and a voluptuous courſe of | 


life. So indeed are the inhabitants of all 


dry Rd countries in warm. climates. 
- "THe neighbouring nations, Egypt, Paleſtine, 


Syria, and Perſia, over which the Saracen 


empire and religion were extended with in- 
ne ws em ra "ſe much of the bi 


= * Note, * begins Dr. Alcock s Trad. 3 
„ Arabian 
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- The fanda ede FAY of: Mahomet' 's 
| ee are manifeſtly adapted and rendered 
ſubſervient to his political intereſts ; being not 
only well adjuſted to the character of the 
eaſtern nations, and to the genius of his 
government, but alſo judiciouſſy contrived to | 
_ -quadrate as nearly as may be with the doc- 
trines of »all the other religions which then 
| prevailed i in thoſe parts of the world, and to 
comprehend, as far as poſſible, the principal 
trwets of eee _ 0 . 12 


: The chief 8 455 Te AB of this 
5 er ce were e the e 
He profidſed that hae was dy one . God, 

7 the Creator and Governor of the Univerſe: 
That God had, in the early ages of the 
world, ſent Moſes, his firſt great prophet, 
to make known to mankind the will of their 
Creator, and to deliver to them his laws and 
ordinances as rules for their worſhip and 
conduct of life; but that they. were rejected 


8 by 


- prophet, greater than Moſes; and endowed. 
with ſuperior powers, to make. ſuch a full 


not to uſe any tempor | 
miſſion of: Jefus having met with no 1 | 


deecrees, (which: he, like many other lau 


« 2 101 
3% Ad kd, and teh eee tits 


Jes themſelves, to: whom Moſes was more 


particularly ſent ; and that their. wickedneſs | 
and apoſtaſy were the occaſion of thoſe mi- 


ſerable captivities and ſevere misfortunes 


which fo frequently befell them. That the 
miſſion of Moſes: proving ineffectual, God 
bad, in later times, ſent Jeſus, his fecond - 


and perfect revelation of his will, laws, and 1 
worſhip, to the ſinful world, as ſhould clearly 


teach them the meaſure of their duty, both 


towards their Creator and towards one ano- 
ther; which he was commanded to do with 
great gentleneſs, patience, and e ar 


reception nor ſucceſs in the world than that 


of Maſes, God had now ſent Mahomet, his 


laſt and greateſt prophet; with powers füt 
fuperior to thoſe which were given either to 


M.o-oſes ar Jeſus, being commiſſioned to pro- 


mulge to the degenerate world his laws and 7 


givers,” pretended to have received by con- 


: rg cas a * being, the angel Ga- | 
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- but alſo to Uraw the ſword, and by proper 


Authority to enforbe their obedience. That 


in order to this end, God had commanded 

hu prophet Mahomet to eſtabliſh a kingdom 
on earth; by the power of which Kingdom; 
all thoſe who ſhould be refractory and unt 
willing to admit theſe divine inſtitutions, 


4 oy Dd. VV 
4 13 1 Ay undes Pestadls esse 5 


were to be reduced to ſubject ion, and b'yỹ 


the fore and violence of which all thoſe | 
_ © who Rall) rejected them, as being the ehe- 


Wocklon, were to be totally eut off und „n, 


terminated.“ But that God had appointed 
; Tor thoſe who obey ed his commands, and 
Ktkcabraced the ORR laws and religion, 
„ the fpoils and poſſeſſions of his And their 

TDonqueted enemies as a reward in this Hfe, 

And had provided for them, imme digte 


Atkter death, a paradife; conſiſting of. all the 


moſt exquiſite ſenſual plcafires and enjoy- 5 


» Muffelsun, in une Rebe ind Arbe linkages 
_ Migniies./ervatur, preferved—and thoſe only were töhe 


: preſerved from deſtruction by the ſword who would ac- 


to 
£ 12 *V 


 tknowlegge this doctrine or ſyinbolum, New off Deus 
Al Deus, '& Mahommed Aphſtolus ejes, There n 
. eder God put God, and Mahomet tris Apoſtle. -;- 
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| ments hi tha | 4 5 tf, At bete eek 
or the imagination of the greateſt voluptuary 
could ſuggeſt, with tranſcendent degrees of 


5 bliſs to thoſe who ſhould loſe their lives in 


the propagation and ſupport of this divine 


ſyſtem 3 which ſhould, in time, ag - OP 


= over the whole world. 


"4d That the 5100 of Wn cop life. was 
Pee fixed and determined by the de- 
erees of Heaven, and could not by any hu- 
man power or foreſight, nor by any accidents 
= eee. be either ſhortened or protracted. | 
That as . and NO” depraved 
the faculties of the mind, and deſtroyed the 
-health and vigor of the body, and was, for 
_ theſe reaſons, a moſt odious vice in the fight 
of God, he was commanded ſtrictly to pro- 
hibit the uſe of wine, and all SK fer- 
mented Liquors. 


; The Koran was not given out in a body 
all at l. but \ was delivered 1 in en ſome ; 
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Lumſtances and events required, and as the ; 
Policy of Mahomet dictated. Theſe, after 
Mahomet's death, were collected together 


| and formed into a book. And although | the 


- prophet had promiſed, in a former part of vs 
his laws, an indulgence i in all ſenſual blen. 


ſures to his votaries in the next world, he 


thought fit, in a ſubſequent addition, to deny 5 


them one very deſirable indulgence in this 
world, the uſe of wine; an indulgence very 
| Aalitary when not exceſſive, and given by 
God as a cordial to make glad the heart of 


man. The uſe of a thing is not to be re- 
Jected altogether becauſe ſome may abuſe 


it; or every creature of God is good, and 


nothing is to be refuſed, if it be received 
0 With thankſgiving.* The Prohibition of 
a moderate uſe of wine may juſtly be 
reckoned one principal cauſe, among ſe- 


veral others, of the plague's being endemial 
in Egypt and other parts of the Turkiſh do- 
minions. A moderate uſe of this liquor, 
which « contains much e acid, e | 


1 


ie Tim. ir. 1 «ſaid, er ſhall we cut WES 5 
ards?” . 
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« our vines becauſe of the intetnperance of dr 
. is Xo * 1 5 " k L of wha 4 gi IN 


8 
* 


a del ges of, purid fever. ,- 1 
xd , ſeverely wen 3 ö 
other igtoxigatiny 
4 . — * 1 the: * . 
n oh . ee 
iuſtamed paſſions, laſt, jealouſh ds "AY . N 
enge, revelling, drunkenneſs, and.outrages, 
inferior to madneſs, anch rendered the 
N e ungoyernableand untraftar, | 
rally us 5 He did not e forbid the CY gt 
el wine ll ehe e 
quiſees 
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| ſugh: patticulat ſoverity in titne of war, an. 
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1 hoſtile ta ĩnduſtry and virtue, was a dactrine 
of go ſmall importance in the Mahometan 
m, and very much contributed to the 
fucceſs of the great deſigns and undertakings | 
pol chis enterprizing founder. He very art- 
. fully made uſe of it as an engine of ſtate, 
to propagate and eſtabliſh his kingdom on 


tk 


earth. This principle of fixed fate, or pre- 


8 deſtination, yas exactly adapted to the cha- 


racter of tne eaſtern nations, and particu- 


larly to Arabia, which Mahomet deſigned 


0 ; for the ſeat af. his empire, as it has a ten- 
5 deney to inſpire a people of their genius and 


temperament with an enthuſiaſtic courage 


. and; reſolution, and render them featleſs of 
dagger and regardleſs of death. If their fate 
be decreed, there can be no apprelienſion of 

danger in one place more than another. If 
they are to die in their beds, they cannot 
full ia the field; and if they muſt die ia 


battle, they had better preſs forward in the 


9 nee do their beſt, ſince flight or 


ſhrinking 
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7 — dach wand will 504 Gore 3 ith Ie: J 
muſt, however, be owned; that the dectrine 


of predeſtination- may. ſometimes produce a 
contrary effect, and inſtead of encouraging 


men to renew their efforts after defeat, may 


ſink them into deſpair, and male them re- 
2 linquiſh all farther attempts, as thinking 
+ their deſtiny. is to be conquered ;' whereas, 
when brave men are p 


by perſeverance they may ſtill gain the aſ- 
cendant; they are then ſo far from tamely 


ceding to evils, that they the more courage 
ouſly bear up W thee ; A to 
b ae e 


To ne cede mall ſed contra audentior ito. | : 


1 | j 


Mahomet believed in pc | ah ” 


this might render him fo 'courageous in 
battle, and after many defeats, and when his 
| Cauſe ſeemed deſperate, ſtill reſolute to re- 


new his attacks, and either conquer or die. 


Enthuſiaſm may cauſe a man to deceive bim- 5 
ſelf, and take his own fancies or conceptions 
for divine ſuggeſtions. This probably was 


* 


rſuaded that ſucceſss 
depends upon their own exertions, and that 


2 wy 
4 1 * = 
* 7 


tu) 


his r P's ſtill f e r 
him that his cauſe was the cauſe of God. 
Many other enthuſiaſts have thus abe 
themſelves s. Oliver Cromwell was a very - 
great e befaft; and, I doubt not, really 
believed many of his divine illuminations 
and conſultations with the Lord, although 
they might often be hypocritical, and made 


ue ww" as a cloak to cover * worldly | 


* 8 


ene OY a wiſe uſe of thoſe Sen 
8 of conqueſt, and ſanctions of 


. government, rewards and puniſhments. A : 
= judicious diſplay and management of ſuch 


operative principles could not fail of having 


an extraordinary influence on a people na- 


turally ſuſceptible of very ſtrong impreſſions 


from the paſſions of hope and fear. He 


promiſed to thoſe who engaged in his cauſe, 
which he made, and probably believed to 
be, the cauſe of God, ample compenſa- 
tion in this life, the ſpoils and poſſeſſions 
of all their conquered enemies, and as 
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or future ſtate, of happinefs after death 
which he ſuppoſed to conſiſt, not in frigid. 
- contemplation. and intellectual or mental en. 
Joyments, but in all kinds of ſenſual plen+ 
ſures, eſpecially, thoſe of beautiful young 
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= This Gait ack paradiſe was a well-contrived 
= 1 to allure and captivate the voluptu 
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. "And he alſo eld 5 40 bene pads 


women, newly ereated ſor the pratificatibn 
ol their carnal appetites. But deſtruction 
and eternal damnation were denounced to be 


che portion of thoſe who u e und re- 


inhabitants of the eaſtern nations of which 
we are ſpeaking, whoſe warm puſſions- und 


1 Ts theſe civil and Miba opera- . 


; conyefted to Chrittianity, on account of the prohibition 


al, 


infuſion of gion, ; This proved: very FIGS | 
ſervient to his ambitious views. Such a 5 
"= © 'combination naturally begets, eſpecially in = 
theſe eaſtern elimates, a violent ſpirit of en- 1 4 
thuſiaſm. With this enthuſiaſtic ſpirit, which - 
Re operates unaccountably, and produces a king 
b ſupernatural courage, the people unden; 
a. our conſideration were powerfully actuated. a L | 
Theſe principles; with the particular cix- | 
ceurmſtances of the times, of which Mahomet 
Ip fully availed himſelf, ſtrongly co- operated wh 
: to produce the extraordinary effects which g 
ue are here re 
It. The Jews, after the 1550 * PRE = 
| Aion and ruin of their country and naa. 
tion in the time of Adrian, the Roman em- - 
peror, were expoſed to extreme hardſhip ant! ſ 
' miſery.” Great numbers of them, to avoid [ 
« the calamities with which they were every  þ 
where | ſurrounded in their native coun= - 
try, fled for refuge from their implacable 1 
enemies into Arabia and Egypt, and diſ- 2 
| perſed themſelves through thoſe provinces. 4 
F l 


ESRD found. of. thoſe. who ſtill remained i m Judea 
5 into Spain and other countries. Mahomet 


EM. | 555 Nt „ 
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* as; bog upon the 0 „ 
fs this people, tranſported all that could be 


greatly reconciled the Jews to his ſyſtem, by 


5 acknowledging the divine authority N 
Moſes, by adopting circumciſion, and by 


profeſſing the unity of the Godhead, which 


they pretended could not be found, or was | 


5 pray in ths ad of the Chriſtians. | 


lt is not, A very ſurpriſi ng, that 


- many. of the Jews, thus circumſtanced, 
ſhould be induced to make eaſy tranſitions to 
Mahometaniſm, which contained or allowed 


the principal doctrines. of their own religion, 


and at the ſame time made them offers the 
+ moſt inviting to a people of their character and 
fituation; offers of conqueſt and revenge on 
their enemies, and of wealth, power, 1 


ſiure, and every ſenſual gratification to chen. 
1 ſelves. $ 


2dly. Chriſtianity, at this time, was un- 


5 happily divided into various ſects and par- . 


ties, which treated one another with violent 


animoſity. Many Chriſtian provinces of 
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the eaſt were deeply infected and - | 3 


Vith. Arianiſm, and what is now called So- 


cinianiſm, which expreſsly or virtually de- 


nied the divinity of Jeſus, his pre-exiſtence 


before his incarnation, and only allowed his 


er office of a divine WIE. 


Image world and the aden. of Ritts 
1 relics now began to prevail, and tlioſe 
Chriſtians that refuſed to join in this Pagan 


worſhip, and to admit the uſe of images in 
their churches, were terribly 'haraffed and 


perſecuted, both by the Greek or Eaftetn, 
| and by Oy Re or Roman WON. - 128 


The Saracen or Mahometan tenets and 


doctrines were well ſuited for an accommo- 


dation with both theſe perſecuted ſects, as 
that religion admitted the divine miſſion of 


Jeſus, and condemned the idolatrous uſe of 


images and worſhip of ſaints. Many of the 


_ eaſtern Chriſtians then under theſe circum- 
ſtances, and out of regard to their own 


| ſafety, were ſeduced to comply with the 
prevalent new ſyſtem, which in ſeveral im- 


portant articles fo nearly quadrated with 
their own principles, and whieh in others 
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55 ral propenſity to luxury and ſenſuality, the 
diſtinguiſhing character of the nne of 
; theſe dime, e ee <0 | 


ls, | DET I was at this time a s vary 
7 declining profeſſion. The heathen gods, Ju- 
piter, Mercury, Mars, Bacchus, &c. were 
known to be examples of the fouleſt immo- 
| ality. The Pagan idolatries, ſacrifices, | 
oracles, ; auguries, 2 and other abſurdities, were 
generally held in derifion and contempt ; and 
the Pagans or Gentiles themſelves, being 
given. up to a life of effeminacy and pleaſure, | 
intereſted themſelves very little about their 
decayed and deſpiſed religion. Many of theſe | 
people, therefore, finding the old Pagan tenet. 
of fataliſm or predeſtination contained in 
the Mahometan ſcheme, and the general 
voluptuous tenor of that religion, in other 
reſpects, admirably adapted to their own 
temper and character, made no great diffi- 
| cult of becoming converts to it. 


 4thly. The weak declining ſtate of the old. 
| Roman empire, which, after the tranſlation 

of the imperial ſeat to Conſtantinople, was 

5 FL deno- 8 


Aiete eien the Gretk; made afy wy for C 


che riſe of the Mahometan. - Shattered arid 


3 as that empire was in her conſtitu- 
tion, and almoſt exhauſted of her vital 
ſtrength by the furious incurſions and inva- 
ſions from time to time made by the Goths 
and Vandals, ſhe could ſcarcely ſupport her- 
ſelf for a while longer againſt the violent 
attacks of thoſe northern barbarians, and 


of Perſia to the eaſt; much leſs was ſhe able 


to make head againſt the riſing power of the 
Saracens, her formidable new enemies from | 


the ſouthern regions, who, with an irreſiſti- 
ble force, and incredibly rapid progreſs, 


were ſpreading conqueſt, wonder, and terror, ö 
to the ealt and welt. | 


1 we e duly weigh the collective force of 
all the particulars here briefly ſketched, re- 
| lating to the Mahometan conſtitutions, and 
to the circumſtances of the times, we may, 


perhaps, be able to form ſome ſatisfactory 


idea of the natural cauſes, and conſequently 
view with leſs aſtoniſhment the ſudden riſe 
and propagation of the Saracen religion and 


empire; which, in a ſhort time, ſpread like 


an inundation over all Arabia, Egypt, the 
North, 
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Mu,homet and his followers pleaded: the 
fiucceſs of tl priſes, and extenſion 
| that it was the work of God. But we ſhould 
5 cautious of aſcribing to the ſupernatural 
5 he Deity, what may thus 
De: be accounted for by human means, | 
. * peration of natural cauſes and 
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